The East Bristol Partnership Newsletter

St Aidan, All Saints, St Ambrose with
St Leonard, St John, St Mary & St Michael.

Issue Number Three

A Tale of Five Years. Or a Five Year Cycle.

A short history of the East Bristol Partnership written on 31
December 2008.

In 2004, the Diocese of Bristol looked at East Bristol in terms of the
way ahead for maintenance, mission and growth, and how to “be
Church” locally in the early part of the 21* Century and concluded
that “things needed to change.” This was because the traditional
pattern of the parochial ministry, firstly was not easily maintainable
given the resources of our Diocese. This is the situation in many
parts of the Church today in Britain. Secondly the wider Church
wanted to promote a new vision of being Church, which is one
where everything does not revolve round the priest, but one where
mature Christians take their share of responsibility for ministry,
through the authority of their Baptism. This is called Mutual Ministry.
The third reason for the need to change is the necessity to respond
our very changing international/multicultural Church by advancing to
greet these changes beyond our Parish boundaries, rather than
retreat behind them and hope for the best. Thus East Bristol
embarked on the quest to “boldly go!”

In 2005 the Partnership began to meet with our enabler, Chris
Sunderland to work out what we were about. We also began to have
fellowship together through our first Conference at St Aidan, and
other events. We were on the first stages of a journey, but some
were in vehicles that were well ahead, and some in vehicles that
had not left the car park! Jeremy Bray, the St John’s vicar had
retired in 2004, Brian Pearce the All Saints vicar in 2005 and very
sadly Julie Nicholson resigned following family tragedy, effectively
not working as a vicar at St Aidan from mid 2005. This meant we
were down to two Partnership Priests, David James from St
Ambrose, and Susan Allman from St Michael Two Mile Hill, not a
comfortable place to be....but it did “concentrate the minds” of all
involved to move on!

This meant that 2006 had to be a year of action. It was! Joyously we
appointed Keith Thomasson as our first specific Partnership Priest,
and soon after him came Andre Urbanczyk from the Bavarian
Lutheran Church, seconded to the EBP for three years under the
terms of the Meissen Agreement. Positive impetus indeed. These
two ministers are now licensed to all the EBP Parishes, and are the
only licensed clergy to the four parishes who do not have their own
vicar in the traditional model of ministry. It is by now four parishes as
Roger Minson the vicar of St Mary’s retired. All these changes,
whilst difficult to manage in some ways, and possibly being
perceived as threats, were in fact opportunities to move positively
forward. 2006 marked the beginning of planning together joint acts
of worship, the worship in the individual parishes, Lent courses and
confirmations.

2007 marked another series of developments, and during this year
we appointed our fifth Partnership Priest to bring us up to
establishment, and the gifts of Trevor Denley were recognised by
him also being ordained as priest in the Autumn. We sorted out our
legal issues regarding our status within the Diocese, we managed to
come to an agreement regarding our finances too, which led to the
establishing and funding of a Partnership office in the old St John’s
vicarage from which much of the work of the EBP now radiates. We
appointed an Administrator who is the first port of call over such
issues as weddings, baptisms and funerals, and also plays a big
role in organising worship and events right across the Partnership.
The end of 2007 saw us really “up and running.”

2008 was a year of real growth. All the parishes were receiving
sufficient pastoral support from a skilled and motivated team of
clergy and lay leaders. Resources over such issues as youth work,
healing, the sacramental ministry and administration are all in place.
The parishes have their own identity still, but there is much less
“parochialism” and an exchange of richness across parish
boundaries, and also ecumenically. The ministry of lay people is
really developing as people realise they need to be part of the
changes, and to influence these changes. Change is embraced
positively rather than reacted against. The East Bristol Partnership

is seen as a model in the wider church, and number of others have
come on fact finding missions to see “what makes us tick” so they
can import this to their parallel situations.

We are really looking forward to 2009 and responding to the
challenges to be Gods Kingdom People in East Bristol.

Chris Whitehead, 31.12.2008!

Obviously the last two years of this are more OisionCthan reality. Let
us pray, worship and work together to move from vision to reality
over the next two years.

Review

On 24th October André Urbanczyk from the Lutheran Church of
Bavaria, Germany, was licensed as a Partnership Minister to the
EBP by the Archdeacon, Tim McClure. It was a great service
involving people from all partnership parishes. André is going to
work with us for a period of three years. He is introducing himself
and his work below.

Keith Thomasson and David Wheatley, organist of St John's, have
started a music group, not only for the licensing service, with
people from several parishes of the partnership.

Anne Claar Thomasson is now preparing an Enquirers course
together with a team. The course will start in September 2007. The
idea is to have a video and open discussion about the basics of
Christian faith to inform and interest people and encourage them to
think about their own spiritual journey. If you are interested to join
the course you can already send a message with your details to
Anne Claar: anneclaar@btinternet.com Or call her: 0117 9657740

Pat Cumming is now leading a group to explore mutual ministry
at St John’s. At the moment it’s a closed group but the results will
soon be published for everyone.

The EBP Steering Group decided to establish a Steering Group
Standing Committee because its tasks are growing from month to
month. The Standing Committee is consisting of one member from
each parish plus all four partnership clergy and it already took up
work. One of its first outcomes was the decision to contact the
Diocese about some issues arising from the progress we make in
building up the partnership. Especially legal questions have to be
discussed.

AndrZ Urbanczyk
Preview

There are a lot of things on the agenda for the next weeks and
months. Some of them were already considered for a longer time,
some are new ideas which we would like to let you know.

We will soon have the announcement for our next Partnership
Priest in Church Times. Hopefully we will welcome him or her in
early summer next year.

At the same time, plans of appointing a Partnership Administrator
are making progress. There are still some things to be clarified
before we may announce this post, but we already agreed about the
job description.

An administrator is now more needed than ever before, since the
structures of partnership work are evolving and there is a lot of
management to do. It will be a great help for everybody if there is a
central contact point in the EBP.

Recently we decided to separate the plans for an EBP office from
the appointment of an administrator because we may then be able
to have an administrator much earlier who could also work from
home.

Keith and André will be running a confirmation preparation group




from February next year. If you want to be confirmed or know
anybody who would like to, please let André know.

André is going to offer Lutheran Eucharist Services from January
across the Partnership. This is intended to be an ecumencial
worship experience for everyone who wants to join. The Lutheran
Service is quite similar to the Anglican celebration of the Eucharist.
Yet there are a few differences, especially in melodies of the sung
liturgy. If you want to explore the Lutheran Service, you are invited
to an evening of practice and worship on 16th January (see details
below).

On Thursday’s in Lent we will have a partnership-wide lent study
evenings rotating around the churches. They will be held on
Thursdays from 7.30 pm starting 29th February. Trevor Denley is
preparing them with material from the diocese. You are all invited to
join. Please keep your Thursdays free. More information in the next
newsletter

André will organise a trip for people from Bristol Diocese to the
German Kirchentag which will take place at Cologne from 6th to
10th June 2007. This is a great opportunity to join one of the biggest
Christian events world-wide and see a bit of Germany too. For more
information call André or have a look at the English Kirchentag
homepage: http://www.kirchentag.org.uk

AndrZ Urbanczyk

AndrZ Urbanczyk, our new Partnership Minister,
introduces himself

,How are you settling in?* was probably the question | was asked
most frequently during the last weeks. | found it very nice that
people were caring about me. Thus it became quite easy for me and
Bettina, my wife, to feel at home in Bristol though we only arrived a
couple of weeks ago.

As most of you might have heard, | come from the Lutheran Church
of Bavaria, which is in the south of Germany. Before | came to
Bristol | finished my curacy. The appointment in Bristol is my first
one as a Minister.

Before that | studied theology for seven years and in several places,
amongst others also in Madras in India, where | experienced
ecumenical dialogue and studies. Even before that time | was very
much interested in other denominations and religions and | believe
this is also the reason why | decided to work in the Anglican Church
for the next three years. | hope that during that time we will learn a
lot from the encounter of our different backgrounds and traditions.

I work in East Bristol under the terms of the Meissen Agreement
which was signed by the German Evangelical Churches and the
Church of England in 1988. It is a commitment to work together
towards visible unity. Thus my work will add an ecumenical aspect
to the Partnership. | will for instance offer Lutheran Eucharist
Services that you are cordially invited to join. | hope that many
people will benefit from the encounter of our churches different
traditions and that we will be able to enrich each other.

The Diocese of Bristol established the link with the Bavarian
Lutheran Church seven years ago. André's predecessors, Sabine
and Dirk Dempelwolf and Martin and Jutta Muller-Schnurr, worked
as chaplains at Bristol University. During his last year, Martin
Schnurr worked in the parishes of Holy Cross and St Barnabas in
Knowle West. By appointing me as a Minister to the EPB for three
years, the Diocese goes one step further in anchoring the Lutheran
link in Bristol's parishes.

I‘m looking forward to my ministry in East Bristol and I'm already
enjoying it at the moment. | think there is a lot of work to do in
building up and improving the East Bristol Partnership and in
supporting all the parishes that belong to it. But I'm sure at the same
time that we will see great achievements of this work soon.

Forthcoming Events in the EBP

For all Advent and Christmas services and events see the
Christmas Leaflet on our homepage:
http://www.eastbristol.org.uk/

Sunday, 7th January

Orthodox Vesper

Joint EBP service at St Aiden’s from 6.30pm. A great opportunity to
explore the orthodox tradition.

Tuesday, 16th January

An introduction to Lutheran Services

André Urbanczyk will introduce, practise and celebrate a Lutheran
Eucharist Service with you.

St Ambrose, 7.30pm

Useful contact addresses:

www.eastbristol.org.uk - this is our very own website

Chris Whitehead, Chair of the Steering Group at
cjwhitehead@tiscali.co.uk

elisa@lavis.org.uk - please let Elisa have a note of any events you
would like put on the calendar

EBP priests and ministers:

Rev. Keith Thomasson — 0117 9657740
mailto:keiththomasson@hotmail.com
(Partnership priest)

Rev. David James — 0117 9512270
(Vicar of St Ambrose and St Leonard's)

Rev. Susan Allman - 0117 9671371
mailto:allman@nildram.co.uk
(Vicar of St Michael's)

Rev. André Urbanczyk - 0117 9043084
mailto:a.urbanczyk@gmx.de(Partnership Minister,
Anglican/Lutheran)

Contact details for each church:

All Saints Church —

Address: Grove Road, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 2BW
Web: www.allsaints-fishponds.fsnet.co.uk

E-Mail: talk-to-us@allsaints-fishponds.fsnet.co.uk
Telephone: 0117 958 4164

Contact: Elisa Lavis

St Aidan’s Church —

Address: Nag's Head Hill, Bristol, BS5 8QQ

Web: http://uk.geocities.com/staidan.stgeorge@btinternet.com
E-Mail: staidan.stgeorge@btinternet.com

Telephone: 0117 967 7812

Contact: Trevor Denley

St Ambrose and St Leonard Church —

Address: Stretford Road, Whitehall, Bristol, BS5 7AW
Telephone: 0117 951 2270
Contact: Rev. David James

St John'’s Church —

Address: Lodge Causeway, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 3QQ
Web: www.st-johns-church.co.uk

E-Mail: webmaster@st-johns-church.co.uk

Telephone: 0117 965 8833

Contact: Reader Nicola Callen

St Mary’s Church —

Address: Manor Road, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 2JB
Web: http://freespace.virgin.net/stmarys.fishponds
E-Mail: jenterc@blueyonder.co.uk

Telephone: 0117 958 6412

Contact: Terry Carter

St Michael's Church —

Address: Two Mile Hill Road, Kingswood
Telephone: 0117 967 1371

Contact: Rev. Sue Allman



