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Thoughts from the new EBP Chair 
Pat Cumming 

 
Dear Fellow Travellers, 
 
It is with some trepidation that I pick up the baton so 
ably and generously carried for the East Bristol 
Partnership by Chris Whitehead over the past 
formative months. However, together with Liz Wellin 
and members of the Steering Group, I look forward to 
continuing the process Chris has begun, namely that 
of enabling us to work with our strengths to a 
realisation of our common vision 
 
It would seem to me to becoming more of a reality 
than a dream, if the act of worship we shared 
together on Ascension Day is anything to go by. The 
coming together in such acts of worship and in study, 
as in the Lent groups, can only strengthen the bonds 
of fellowship and lead to a deeper understanding of 
our faith. No bad platform from which to take the 
Good News into that wider community which has its 
being beyond our church walls. 
 
Hopefully we are drawing closer to the time when the 
wheels can finally be set in motion for the 
appointment of a second Partnership priest. This will 
further enrich the pool of talents we are privileged to 
be able to draw upon as we, the laity, seek to explore 
ways of developing and using our God-given talents 
in ministry - in partnership with the ordained men and 
women who also are travelling along uncharted ways 
and needful of all our prayerful support. The 
appointment of an Administrator is less clear for here 

we are breaking new ground. The difficulty of 
accommodating this within the framework of 
accepted practice would tax Solomon himself but we 
will persevere for we feel this to be an essential part 
of the package. 
 
Change, as ever, has brought both pain and 
opportunity in its wake. The pain of any one member 
affects us all and I would see it as our responsibility 
to help us to deal with the pain while not losing sight 
of the challenge which is to be church in todayÕs 
world. It is the love of Christ which alone is 
unchanging Ð not his church or his world. Each one 
of us is a channel through which that love is to be 
shown to one another and to the world. No small task 
Ð but one we can achieve together, the Lord being 
our helper. 
 
Yours in Christ 
Pat Cumming 

 
A few pinc thoughts  

 
David James organised what turned out to be an 
invaluable follow-up meeting to an initiative from 
2006, centred on developing links with the diocesan 
education department. 
David, at a visit to the All Saints Resource Centre on 
Corn Street, using his brilliant sketching ability, drew 
a map to give an overview of the partnership area, 
and this helped us focus on how significant a place 
schools have within our small and extended 
communities. 
 
Thousands of our local children and young people 
attend these schools. Most of these schools have 
pockets of warmth towards the church. Some have a 
leadership open to contact. Many have the need for 
anyone with an interest in education or young people 
or of getting involved to become a governor. If every 
school in the area had two Christian governors to fill 
the existing vacancies, what a tremendous influence 
that would be. Even within the church school we have 
vacancies for foundation governors, who do not 
either need to be ordained nor do they need to live in 
or attend the parishes of S MaryÕs or All Saints, our 
two parishes linked with S Matthias and Dr BellÕs 
Voluntary Aided Primary on Fishponds Road. And all 
are welcome to consider doing this, although if you 
are practical and interested in health and safety, you 
are particularly welcome! 
 
It was also very reassuring that David McGregor, the 
Director of Education, urged the ordained to be 
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involved with the schools but not as governors. 
Instead, they should consider running after-school 
clubs, creating reflection corners and planning 
worship. We were encouraged to get these things 
started, support them and then hand on the 
responsibilities to others. 
Dan Jones, the Youth and ChildrenÕs advisor also 
offered to meet all those involved in working with the 
under eighteen's and the infants, including the 
children and young people themselves to coordinate 
what can happen through face to face dialogue. What 
a great offer? 
 
If anyone is interested in being a governor or meeting 
Dan, then please be in touch. Also why not try and 
identify who might be a good governor and ask them 
to consider it? 
We should all perhaps ask, ÔWhat is realistically 
stopping me from being a positive influence for Christ 
in our schools?Õ 
 
Keith Thomasson 
 

Our new Steering Group 
 
Following the Annual Parochial Church Meetings of 
our parishes in March this year, the PCCs elected 
new members for the Partnership Steering Group 
and its standing committee. 
The new Steering Group had its constitutional 
meeting in May and was able to call out a new chair: 
Pat Cumming from St JohnÔs will be in this position 
for the next year and we are all looking forward to 
work with her towards the future of the Partnership. 
We thank Chris Whitehead very much for his 
excellent work as the first chair of the EBP during the 
last 15 months! 
Below you find a list of the members of the Steering 
Group for your information. 
 
Name   Church 
David Elsbury All Saints 
Chris Whitehead All Saints 
Anthea Merrick St AidanÕs  
Anita Denley St AidanÕs 
Jim Donaldson St AidanÕs 
Elizabeth Welling St Ambrose 
Malcolm Thomas St Ambrose 
Gina Botting  St Ambrose 
Anne Laurence St JohnÕs 
Nicola Callen St JohnÕs 
Pat Cumming St JohnÕs 
Terry Carter  St MaryÕs 
Mary Ewing  St MaryÕs 
David Jones  St MaryÕs 
Pete Flook   St MichaelÕs 
Heather Lumber St MichaelÕs 
Gordon Hewitt St MichaelÕs 
Susan Allman Clergy 
Trevor Denley Clergy 
David James Clergy 
Keith Thomasson Clergy 
AndrŽ Urbanczyk Clergy 
 
André Urbanczyk 

Review 
 
A successful second meeting on pastoral care was 
taking place this month. 
 
People from all our churches came together for 
several joint services around Easter and Pentecost.  
These services were rather successful and the series 
will continue in autumn. 
 
The confirmation course, run by Keith and AndrŽ, 
concluded in May with the confirmation of 3 young 
people from St Ambrose at Bristol Cathedral. If you 
know any candidates for the next course or want to 
take part yourself, please let Keith or AndrŽ know. 
 
The meetings of healing teams across the EBP 
hosted by Anne and David James have been 
enriching for everyone who joined. They will be going 
on for the time being. 
 
The steering group and the PCCs agreed a new 
policy for the reimbursement of clergy expenses. 
From autumn all clergy will get there expenses 
centrally from the EBP treasurer and the parishes will 
pay proportionally to their parish share. This marks a 
new step in the development of the EBP since the 
parishes also share some financial demands now. 
 
André Urbanczyk 

 
 

Preview 
 
There are still no breaking news on the appointment 
of the next Partnership Priest and Administrator. 
Nevertheless there seems to be a little progress with 
both. This will be a subject at the next Steering Group 
meeting at the end of June. We hope we can tell you 
more in our next issue. 
 
Keith Thomasson will be hosting a couple of 
meetings from people across the churches who 
work in the same domains. There will be for 
instance meetings for those who are involved in 
youth work or mission or for the Church Wardens. 
Invitations will be sent out within the next weeks. If 
you are interested in joining or want to make a 
suggestion for a further meeting, please call Keith. 
 
The START course for exploring Christian faith will 
begin in September. Please help us to invite people 
who might be interested. An information package 
about the course is available on our website 
www.eastbristol.org.uk. You may also call Anne Claar 
Thomasson to get information material or further 
details (see KeithÔs number) 

 
André Urbanczyk 

 



 

Forthcoming Events 
 

A series of talks, seminars and discussions about 
our local health services 
(Please note that the meetings are not about the 
churches healing ministry.) 
 
If you use or work in the local health services then 
these meetings are for you. 
Please note, the evening meetings are for those not 
able to attend in the afternoon, and the afternoon 
meetings are for those not able to attend in the 
evening, they are not in addition. 
All meetings are in St. JohnÕs Church on Lodge 
Causeway from 2.00pm to 3.30pm and will be 
repeated the same day at 7.30pm to 9.00pm. 
 
Tuesday 26th. June  
Why am I ill? - can my church come to my hospital? 

 
Tuesday 3rd. July  
(2.00pm to 3.30pm and repeated at 7.30pm to 
9.00pm) 
What is a normal job? - can my hospital come to my 
church? 

 
Tuesday 10th. July  
(2.00pm to 3.30pm and repeated at 7.30pm to 
9.00pm) 
IÕve been labelled. - who profits from my illness? 

 
Sunday 15th. July at 6.30pm 
The evensong service will draw our thoughts from 
both the afternoon and evening meetings into our 
prayers and proposals. 
 
For further information contact Collin Leggate: 0117-
9651434 
 
 
EBP joint services: 
 
Partnership prayers 
We now introduced this weekly occasion to pray for 
our partnership and your personal needs. Everyone 
is welcome. We meet on 
Thursdays, 5.00 pm at St JohnÔs. 
 
 

Useful contact addresses: 
 
www.eastbristol.org.uk - this is our very own website 
 
Pat Cumming, Chair of the Steering Group at 
pcumming@btinternet.com 

 
elisa@lavis.org.uk  - please let Elisa have a note of any events you 
would like put on the calendar 
 
 
 
 

EBP priests and ministers: 
 
Rev. Keith Thomasson Ð 0117 9657740 
keiththomasson@hotmail.com 
(Partnership priest) 

 
Rev. David James Ð 0117 9512270 
(Vicar of St Ambrose and St LeonardÔs) 

 
Rev. Susan Allman - 0117 9671371 
allman@nildram.co.uk 
(Vicar of St MichaelÔs) 

 
Rev. AndrŽ Urbanczyk - 0117 9043084 
a.urbanczyk@gmx.de 
(Partnership Minister, Anglican/Lutheran) 

 

 

 

Contact details for each church: 
 

All Saints Church Ð  
Address: Grove Road, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 2BW 
Web: www.allsaints-fishponds.fsnet.co.uk 
E-Mail: talk-to-us@allsaints-fishponds.fsnet.co.uk 
Telephone: 0117 958 4164 
Contact: Elisa Lavis 

 
St AidanÕs Church Ð  
Address: Nag's Head Hill, Bristol, BS5 8QQ 
Web:    http://uk.geocities.com/staidan.stgeorge@btinternet.com 
E-Mail: staidan.stgeorge@btinternet.com 
Telephone: 0117 967 7812 
Contact: Trevor Denley 

 
St Ambrose and St Leonard Church Ð  
Address: Stretford Road, Whitehall, Bristol, BS5 7AW 
Telephone: 0117 951 2270 
Contact: Rev. David James 

 
St JohnÕs Church Ð  
Address: Lodge Causeway, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 3QQ 
Web: www.st-johns-church.co.uk 
E-Mail:  webmaster@st-johns-church.co.uk 
Telephone: 0117 965 8833 
Contact: Reader Nicola Callen 

 
St MaryÕs Church Ð  
Address: Manor Road, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 2JB 
Web: http://freespace.virgin.net/stmarys.fishponds 
E-Mail: jenterc@blueyonder.co.uk 
Telephone: 0117  958 6412  
Contact: Terry Carter 

 
St MichaelÕs Church Ð  
Address: Two Mile Hill Road, Kingswood 
Web: http://www.eastbristol.org.uk/stmichael/ 
Telephone: 0117 967 1371 
Contact: Rev. Sue Allman 

 
Let us dream of a church, church in which: worship is 
lively and fun as well as reverent and holy, and we 
might be moved to dance and laugh, or to be solemn, to 
cry, or to beat the breast; 
people know how to pray and enjoy it, frequently and 
regularly, privately and corporately, in silence and in 
word & song; the eucharist is the center of life and 
servanthood is the center of mis-sion, the servant God 
truly known in the breaking of the bread; 
service flows from worship, and every-one knows why a 
"worship" is called a "service". 
 
source: Charles R. Wilson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


