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Thoughts from the (Revolving) Chair

Just a few thoughts, really, about the East Bristol
Partnership and how it has developed over the last
15 months or so during my stint as Chairperson, and
where to now.

Towards the end of 2005, there was conducted a
sort of @alling outOprocess where the members of
the Partnership Steering Group considered who
might be the person to Chair the Partnership as the
original Diocesan appointed &EnablerQthe Revd
Dr. Chris Sunderland began to withdraw from his
role to help get the EBP started. From this process
my name emerged as the person the Steering
Group felt best placed to undertake this task. This
was a very humbling and powerful experience,
from which | felt | could not shrink, as many others
felt | was the person for the job. This was a very real
demonstration of God® calling in action, when the
person themselves (me) had many misgivings! For
better or worse, | accepted this @alling out.O

In this period, the Partnership has appointed two
ministers, Keith Thomasson and AndrZ Urbanczyk,
the latter being an interesting appointment from
the Lutheran Church of Bavaria under the terms of
the Meissen Agreement. Both these appointments
have brought much needed impetus to the
Partnership, as well as new and challenging
experiences for us all. We are shortly about to
begin the process to appoint our next partnership
minister, which will bring us up to clergy full

strength. The appointment of an Administrator is
also not far away. We are also working hard to
finally clarify the Partnership® working relationship
with the PCCs by developing operational protocols.

Much remains to be done. It will take time, effort,
prayer and patience to achieve. We are on a five
year journey (at least) and are only half way
through! We are developing closer ties with each
other as congregations, and we are working hard to
release the potential of all people in the
Partnership to minister, using our individual talents
together, to each otherE Mutual Ministry in effect!
We need to work out the Partnership Office and
what this means. We need to work out a properly
costed business plan to be self-sufficient and
financially viable. We need to consider how we use
our @lantGthat is Church and other buildings to be
properly fit for future purpose. We need to develop
cross partnership groups to deal with and support
various aspects of the work of the church locally
such as healing, pastoral care and missionE .not to
mention the Ecumenical dimension. Just a few
things still to chew on then!!

A word to all those who have positively engaged
with the EBP so far. Thanks! To those who haven®
been as enthusiastic my message is embrace the
change, make it work, make your rightful
contribution to the life of the local Church both at
Parish and Partnership level, and take your place
as a baptised mature Christian in the life of the
Church, using the support available. Life is not
certain either in the wider world or in the world of
the Church in these dynamic and rapidly changing
times. Being a Christian today is not easyE but then
it never has been. Let us embrace the opportunities
of our situation, without getting bogged down in
the risks.

In the title of this piece, | used the phrase @otating®
to describe the Chairpersonship of the EBP. This is
because it is not envisaged that the Chair would
remain in post for much more than a year. The new
Operational Guidelines suggest a new Chair is
nominated after the Parishes have had their
APCMs in April, so my time as Chair is almost at an
end. This is right as this office should be rotated,
and | can offer my support to the EBP in another
way. Hopefully my successor will be able to move
things on to the next phase. Thank you for all your
support and prayers.

Chris Whitehead




Pastoral care network meeting,
Tuesday 13" February

This positive and enjoyable meeting was attended
by representatives from St Ambrose, St Aidan®, St
Johns, All Saints and St Mary®, facilitated by Keith
Thomasson.

The purpose was to discover more about what
pastoral care was taking place across the EBP
within individual churches and to share what was
working well, but also to discuss areas that could be
built on. This did not rule out joint ventures and
acknowledged that different Churches had different
strengths and experiences to offer.

Specific areas shared were; the Beehive, pastoral
care network at St Johns and
Remembrance/Thanksgiving services at St Aidan®
and St Mary®. Issues relating to funerals and
bereavement support were also raised.

The outcome of our meeting together was a
greater awareness of the variety of resources /
experiences /and strengths across the partnership. It
also promoted @etworkingQsuch as subsequent
discussion between St Aidan® and St Mary®
(Trevor and I) on our respective Remembrance/
Thanksgiving services.

So, all in all, a successful evening. Can we have
one again, Keith?

Chris Evans, St Mary’s

A Lent Course for the East Bristol
Partnership of Churches

At a steering group meeting at the end of 2006 it
was agreed that for Lent 2007 we would try and
meet as a group of Churches.

We decided to use the material prepared by the
Diocese, which relates specifically to the Diocesan
Strategy for Growth, you may have seen the article
in an addition of Three Crowns.

We saw this as a way of Learning and Growing
together as a Partnership and adopting the
Diocesan Strategy. We felt this would be a powerful
statement not just to the wider world but to
ourselves.

It is intended that we meet at a different venue
each week, with a different leader also.

The course will start on Thursday 1* March, at the
Beehive Centre, St. Ambrose and will run for five
consecutive weeks.

Each evening will last approximately 2 hours, split
into hospitality and sharing, worship and study.

The themes of the week are B

March 1%, St. Ambrose, @hrist at the Centre®
March 8", St. John®, ®holenessO

March 15", All Saints, Gommunities®

March 22%, St. Aidan®, @reatingd

March 29", St. Mary®, @reating Communities of
Wholeness with Christ at the Centre®

The course is coordinated by Trevor Denley and
Nicola Callen.

A number of people volunteered to lead sessions
and others volunteered to lead the worship, a big

thank you to those and also to the host churches.
It was never intended that this course impinged
upon existing arrangements but to offer a real
opportunity for us as a partnership to share
together.

AndrZ was asked by the Ecumenical partners in
Fishponds if they could join with us and of course
they are most welcome.

Trevor Denley

Review

Things were rather quiet around Christmas.
Nevertheless there were some interesting things
going on during the first weeks of the new year.

Two groups were meeting to discuss future
strategies within the parishes and for their co-
operation. One was dedicated to Baptism policy
and the other dealt with pastoral care across the
EBP (see detailed report from Chris Evans above).
These meetings are beginnings for a more intense
teamwork of the parishes on miscellaneous
subjects.

A group of representatives from the parishes was
meeting with Tim McClure, Archdeacon of Bristol,
in early January. Among the discussed issues were
the future financing of the EBP, particularly for
establishing a partnership office or centre. It
became clear that the diocese would offer some
start-up support if the parishes would come up with
plans for self-contained financing within the next
years.

A number of people went to the conference
dEquipped to growOat the Bristol City Academy,
held by Bishop Mike earlier this month. The aim of
the conference was to spread the vision for growth
to a wider audience of church leaders and
members within the Diocese.

André Urbanczyk

Preview

The appointment of the next Partnership Priest
has been delayed. It was agreed by the Steering
Group Standing Committee that the question of
housing had to been resolved first. It was decided
that we cannot offer the post to applicants without
offering a proper housing solution at the same
time.The responsible department of the diocese is
trying to make progress in this question soon but it
may take another couple of weeks until we can
advertise the post.

A group of people from several parishes was
working towards the appointment of an
Administrator for the EBP. We hoped to have her
or him in post by 1st May. Due to some ambiguities
about the financing the process has to got back to
the Steering Group where further decisions have to
be made. Nevertheless we hope to continue with
the advertisement process soon.



If you are thinking about applying for this job or
know someone who might be interested, please
check our web site www.eastbristol.org.uk within the
next weeks to get an application pack or write to
Andrew Cooper, St Mary® Church, Manor Road,
Fishponds, Bristol BS16 2JB.

Multiple EBP joint services are scheduled until
Pentecost. It seems that this kind of shared worship
becomes more and more attractive. Please
consider attending one as well! Please see the
2pcoming eventsGsection for details.

André Urbanczyk

Forthcoming Events

For all Lent and Easter services and events see our
homepage: http://www.eastbristol.org.uk/

A leaflet with all Holy Week services will also be
distributed.

EBP joint services:

Palm Sunday TaizZ Service
1st April, 6.30 pm
All Saints

Ascention Day Service
17th May, 7.30 pm
St John®

Pentecost Party and Service
27th May, afternoon
Vassels Park (to be confirmed)

Wesley Memorial Methodist Church, Byants Hill, St
George, is running a photographic competition. If
you want to join call Mrs Marlene Walker, 0117-
9676040 for further details.

A concert of &Praise and SteamOwith &Unity
BrassOwill take place to celebrate the centenary
of Beechen Cliff Methodist Church, Bath, and
Wesley Memorial Methodist Church, Bristol.

Sat. 23rd June, 7pm at Bitton Station

Prior booking essential. Call Maureen Johnson for
tickets: 0117-9614572

Let us dream of achurch in which all members know surely
and simply God's great love, and each is certain that in the
divine heart we are all known by name.

In which Jesus is very Word, our window into the Father's
heart;
the sign of God's hope and his design for all humankind.

In which the Spirit is not a party symbol,

but wind and fire in everyone;

gracing the church with a kaleidoscope of gifts and constant
renewal for all.

source: Charles R. Wilson

Useful contact addresses:

www.eastbristol.org.uk - this is our very own website

Chris Whitehead, Chair of the Steering Group at
cjiwhitehead @tiscali.co.uk

elisa@lavis.org.uk - please let Elisa have a note of any events you
would like put on the calendar

EBP priests and ministers:

Rev. Keith Thomasson 0117 9657740
keiththomasson@hotmail.com
(Partnership priest)

Rev. David James D0117 9512270
(Vicar of St Ambrose and St Leonard®)

Rev. Susan Allman - 0117 9671371
allman@nildram.co.yk
(Vicar of St Michael®)

Rev. AndrZ Urbanczyk - 0117 9043084
a.urbanczyk@gmx.de
(Partnership Minister, Anglican/Lutheran)

Contact details for each church:

All Saints Church B

Address: Grove Road, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 2BW
Web: www.allsaints-fishponds.fsnet.co.uk

E-Mail: talk-to-us @allsaints-fishponds.fsnet.co.uk
Telephone: 0117 958 4164

Contact: Elisa Lavis

St Aidan® Church

Address: Nag's Head Hill, Bristol, BS5 8QQ

Web: http://uk.geocities.com/staidan.stgeorge @btinternet.com
E-Mail: staidan.stgeorge @btinternet.com

Telephone: 0117 967 7812

Contact: Trevor Denley

St Ambrose and St Leonard Church B

Address: Stretford Road, Whitehall, Bristol, BS5 7AW
Telephone: 0117 951 2270
Contact: Rev. David James

St John® Church D

Address: Lodge Causeway, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 3QQ
Web: www.st-johns-church.co.uk

E-Mail: webmaster@st-johns-church.co.uk

Telephone: 0117 965 8833

Contact: Reader Nicola Callen

St Mary® Church

Address: Manor Road, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 2JB
Web: http://freespace.virgin.net/stmarys.fishponds
E-Mail: jenterc @blueyonder.co.uk

Telephone: 0117 958 6412

Contact: Terry Carter

St Michael® Church

Address: Two Mile Hill Road, Kingswood

Web: http://www.eastbristol.org.uk/stmichael/
Telephone: 0117 967 1371

Contact: Rev. Sue Allman




